NORTHSIDE Wednesday Night Bible Study July 8, 2026
BAPTIST CHURCH

The Parables of Jesus
The Mustard Seed and the Leaven
Luke 13:18-21

Introduction:

o Jesus tells two brief parables—the mustard seed and the leaven—to answer the question, "What is the
kingdom of God like?" Though the kingdom often begins in small, seemingly insignificant ways, its
influence grows far beyond what anyone expects. These parables encourage believers to trust God's
work even when the results seem slow or unnoticed.

Key Theme: God's kingdom begins small but grows powerfully and transforms everything it touches.

I. The Kingdom Begins Small (vv. 18—-19a)
"It is like a grain of mustard seed..."
Observations
e A mustard seed was one of the smallest seeds commonly known in Israel.
e Jesus emphasizes humble beginnings rather than impressive appearances.
e God's kingdom entered the world through:
o Ababy born in Bethlehem.
o A carpenter from Nazareth.
o Twelve ordinary disciples.
o Asmall group of believers.
Application
e Never underestimate small acts of obedience.
e God often uses ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary purposes.
e Spiritual growth usually starts quietly before becoming visible.
Discussion Questions
1. Why do people often overlook small beginnings?
2. What "small seed" has God planted in your life?
3. How does this encourage churches that may seem small?

Il. The Kingdom Grows Beyond Expectation (v. 19)
"...and it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in its branches."
Observations

e The seed becomes large enough to provide shelter.

e The image of birds nesting recalls Old Testament pictures of great kingdoms providing refuge (Ezekiel

17:22-24; Daniel 4:10-12).

e God's kingdom spreads throughout the world and welcomes people from every nation.
Biblical Examples

e Pentecost: 120 believers became thousands (Acts 2).

e The early church spread across the Roman Empire.

o Christianity continues to reach every continent today.
Application

e God's work often exceeds our expectations.

e We should measure ministry by faithfulness rather than immediate numbers.

o Healthy spiritual growth provides blessing and refuge for others.
Discussion Questions

1. Where have you seen God produce unexpected growth?

2. How can our church become a place of refuge for others?



lll. The Kingdom Changes Everything (vv. 20-21)
"It is like leaven..."
Observations
e Leaven (yeast) was mixed into dough.
o It worked silently and invisibly.
o Eventually every part of the dough was affected.
Jesus highlights:
e Hidden influence
e Gradual transformation
e Complete
Spiritual Truth
God changes lives from the inside out.
The kingdom transforms:

e Hearts

e Families

¢ Churches

¢ Communities
« Nations

Cross References

e Matthew 5:13-16 — Salt and light.

e 2 Corinthians 5:17 — New creation.

e Romans 12:2 — Transformation by renewing the mind.
Application

e Spiritual maturity is often gradual.

o God's work inside believers eventually becomes visible.

e Christians should influence the culture rather than be shaped by it.
Discussion Questions

1. Why is inward transformation more important than outward appearance?

2. How has Christ gradually changed your life?

IV. The Kingdom Requires Faith and Patience
Both parables teach us that kingdom growth:
e |s often slow.
e |s sometimes invisible.
e Is always certain because God is accomplishing it.
Lessons for Believers
e Trust God's timing.
¢ Remain faithful in small opportunities.
e Don't become discouraged by slow progress.
o Celebrate steady spiritual growth.
Supporting Scriptures
e Zechariah 4:10 — "Do not despise these small beginnings."
e Galatians 6:9 — Do not grow weary in doing good.
e |saiah 55:10-11 — God's Word always accomplishes His purpose.

Practical Applications
o Plant gospel seeds faithfully.

e Pray for growth that only God can give.
e Investin discipleship, even when progress seems slow.
o Trust that God is working even when you cannot see immediate results.
e Encourage others who may feel their service is insignificant.
Main Truth

God's kingdom may begin with humble, unnoticed beginnings, but through His power it grows steadily
and transforms everything it touches.



Memory Verse

Luke 13:19

"It is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his garden, and it grew and became a tree, and
the birds of the air made nests in its branches."

Closing Reflection
Ask the group:
e What "mustard seed" of faith is God asking you to plant?
e Where have you become impatient with God's timing?
e How can you become a greater influence for Christ in your home, workplace, and community?
Close by thanking God for the steady growth of His kingdom and asking Him to make each believer faithful in
planting seeds of the gospel, trusting Him for the increase.



