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________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Parables of Jesus 
The Sower 

 
 

Introduction: 
 
Text: Matthew 13:1–23 (also found in Mark 4:1–20 and Luke 8:4–15) 
 
Theme: The condition of the heart determines the response to the Word of God. 
 
Key Verse: Matthew 13:23 - "But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the 
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces..." 
 
The Seed: God's Word (Luke 8:11) 
The Sower: Anyone who faithfully shares God's Word 
The Soil: The hearts of those who hear 

 
 
I.  The Hardened Heart (Matthew 13:4, 19) 
 

Characteristics 
• Unresponsive to God's Word  
• Heart has become hard through sin, pride, or unbelief  
• Hears but does not understand or receive  

What Happens? 
• Satan immediately steals away the truth.  
• The gospel never takes root.  

Causes of a Hard Heart 
• Repeated rejection of truth  
• Love of sin  
• Spiritual apathy  
• Pride  

 
II.  The Shallow Heart (Matthew 13:5–6, 20–21) 

 
Characteristics 

• Emotional response without genuine commitment  
• Excited initially  
• No deep spiritual roots  

      What Happens? 

• When trials, persecution, or hardship come, faith quickly disappears. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



III.  The Crowded Heart (Matthew 13:7, 22) 
 

Characteristics 
 

Jesus identifies three major thorns: 
1. Worry - Anxiety replaces trust. 
2. Wealth - The deceitfulness of riches promises satisfaction but never delivers. 
3. Worldly Desires - Other pursuits become greater priorities than God. 

 
 
IV.  The Fruitful Heart (Matthew 13:8, 23) 
 

Characteristics 
• Hears God's Word  
• Understands God's Word  
• Receives God's Word  
• Obeys God's Word  
• Produces spiritual fruit  

 
What Fruit Looks Like 

• Christlike character (Galatians 5:22–23)  
• Obedience  
• Good works  
• New disciples  
• Faithfulness  
• Perseverance  

 
Notice that not every believer produces the same amount of fruit, but every genuine believer 
produces some fruit. 
 


