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The Parables of Jesus 
Matthew 18:23–35 

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 
 
Introduction: 
 

• Because God has forgiven us an enormous debt of sin, we should willingly forgive those who 
have sinned against us. 

 
 
1.  The Debt We Could Never Pay (vv. 23-27). 
 
 A.  Our sin creates a debt. 
  
 B.  We cannot fix our own debt. 
 
 C.  The king showed mercy. 
 
 Discussion 

• Do we sometimes underestimate how much God has forgiven us?  
• What difference should God's forgiveness make in the way we treat others?  

 
2.  The Forgiven Who Refused to Forgive (vv. 28-30). 
 
 A.  He forgot what he had received. 
 
 B.  He demanded what was owed to him. 
 
 C.  Unforgiveness reveals a heart problem. 
 
 Discussion 

• Why is it sometimes easier to remember what someone has done against us than what 
God has forgiven in us?  

• What happens when we allow bitterness and unforgiveness to take root?  
 
3.  The Danger of an Unforgiving Heart (vv. 31-34). 
 
 A.  Unforgiveness affects more than two people. 
 
 B.  Unforgiveness can become a spiritual prison. 
 
 C.  Grace should produce grace. 
 
 
 
 
 



4.  The Forgiven Should Become Forgivers (v. 35). 
 
 A. What forgiveness does NOT mean 
 
 B. Why Should We Forgive? 
 
  1.  Because God has forgiven us 
 
  2.  Because unforgiveness damages us 
 
  3.  Because forgiveness reflects Christ 
 
  4.  Because God commands it 
 
  5.  Because we want to be free 
 
 
A Practical Exercise: “The Forgiveness Checkup” 
 
 Ask yourself: 
  Is there someone I am still angry with? 
  Is there someone whose name brings up resentment? 
  Is there someone I have repeatedly talked about because of what they did to me? 
  Have I asked God to help me forgive that person? 
  Am I holding onto something God is asking me to release? 
 
 Then pray: 

“Lord, help me see my own need for grace. Thank You for forgiving my sin 
through Jesus Christ. Give me the strength to forgive those who have hurt me. 
Help me release the offense to You and love that person as You have 
commanded. Amen.” 

 
 
Closing Thought: 
 
“The cross reminds us that we are forgiven people. And forgiven people should be forgiving 
people.” 
 


